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Membership growth is the lifeblood of American
Legion Post One. There are many reasons why or-
ganizations like Post One need new members and
two of the main reasons are the new ideas and tal-
ents they bring. At Post One we have a well con-
ceived recruitment and retention plan that has been
developed over the years. It is my intention to keep
the officers and members focused on recruitment by
building an understanding of our program. I ask all
officers and members to identify veterans they know
who may want to get involved in Post One and per-
sonally invite them to attend a meeting. Tell them
about Post One and what the American Legion can
offer veterans. Have a casual conversation with
them and listen to their concerns. Lastly, tell them
that Post One can really benefit from their talents
and would like to have them as a member.

MARK YOUR
CALENDAR

December 20, 2007 - Executive committee 6:30 all board
members urged to attend or let commander know if not able to
attend.

January 8, 15, 22 and 29 — Country Western Line Dancing les-
sons 7:15 to 8:45 at Post One

January 10, 2008 - Membership Meeting; social 6, dinner 7,
meeting 7:30, initiation of all new members

January 24, 2008 - Executive committee 6:30 all board mem-
bers urged to attend or let commander know if not able to at-
tend.

February 5 and 12 2008 — Country Western Line dancing les-
sons 7:15 to 8:45 at Post One

February 14, 2008 - Membership Meeting; social 6, dinner 7,
meeting 7:30, Raleigh police and fireman of the year Awards
February 16, 2008 - Country Western Dance with Karaoke
(People are encouraged to wear cowboy hat and boots)
February 28, 2008 - Executive committee 6:30 all board
members urged to attend or let commander know if not able to
attend.

March 13, 2008 - Membership Meeting, social 6, dinner 7,
meeting 7:30, American Legion Birthday

March 27, 2008 - Executive committee 6:30 all board mem-

Post leadership team welcomes two new officers:
Gerald Padden is the new First Vice Commander and
Mike Clement is the new Judge Advocate. Gerald
and Mike have consistently demonstrated a strong
belief in teamwork and possess the leadership skills
necessary for the positions. We look forward to their
continued contributions to the post’s mission.

Legionnaire of the Quarter: The members of American
Legion Post One are proud to announce our Legionnaires
of the Quarter, Barry Biagini and Jerry Lee Harris for the
period, July through September 2007. Barry and Jerry
were recognized for their thorough review of the post fi-
nancial processes, procedures, and controls. Their strong
financial audit of the accuracy of the post financial record-
keeping revealed a well managed program, but also identi-
fied areas for improved financial management.

bers urged to attend or let commander know if not able to at-
tend.

Letter sent to Mayor Charles Meeker: On August 18, 2007,
The News and Observer printed the article, “VA Clinic tough
to find without signs” by Jesse James DeConto. This article
discusses a World War 1I veteran named Herbert Reichlin, who
spent an hour one day trying to find the Veterans Affairs Out-
patient Clinic located at 3305 Sungate Blvd here in Raleigh. In
addition, the article discussed Reichlin’s frustration because
there are no signs to direct him to the clinic from Sunnybrook.
This article was brought to the attention of the American Le-
gion Post One and on October 3, 2007, Commander Bonapart
sent a letter to Mayor Charles Meeker of Raleigh. The letter
urged Mayor Meeker to place a directional sign at the intersec-
tion of Sunnybrook and Sungate to help veterans navigate their
way to the Raleigh VA Clinic. We are currently waiting for a
response from the City of Raleigh regarding this issue.

Commander announces creation of Exploratory Committee: The Executive Committee with the approval of the
membership has formed an Exploratory Committee that is tasked with generating ideas for a new post home. The com-
mittee will present a report with recommendations to the Board and the membership on the best uses of Post funds to
proceed with the project. We hope the committee will have a proposal ready for review by March 2008. If you have
ideas for a new post home please contact one of the members listed below:

Gerald Padden-919-846-2563; Tom Collins-919-662-7958; Ernest Charles-919-848-0633;
Anthony Ray-919-878-5509; David Toothaker-919-518-1928; Mike Clement-919-633-0360 and

Barry Biagini-919-829-0367

Flags for Memorial Day Ceremony: Post one hosts a Memorial Day ceremony every year at the Raleigh National
Cemetery. Flags are used to decorate the cemetery and we are looking for serviceable flags that are 5 X 91/2 (Casket
Size). If you have a flag that you can donate please bring or mail it to Post One. Please label it DONATION for Memo-

rial Day.




Yard Sale: The yard sale was held October 5-7. We
would like to thank Ernest Charles and Gerald Padden
for co-sponsoring the yard sale. Gerald, Charles and all
our yard sale volunteers have become experts at planning
and managing items such as lamps, dishes, furniture and
smaller items and turning them into cash that supports
the mission of American Legion Post One.

We still have some items left from the yard sale to in-
clude a washer or dryer, several interior doors, twin slay
bed frame and two bureaus. If you are interested in pur-
chasing any of these items contact David Toothaker at
(919) 518-1928.

Halloween Dance: On Saturday October 27, Unit One Auxil-
iary hosted one of the best Halloween parties ever held at Post
One. The food was

. ‘ - - & . ‘ stupendous and by all

account the guest
= cXperiences  were
fabulous. Everyone

and there was Karaoke, which was the
highlight of the party, especially when
all the ladies sang together. Lastly,
there were some great costumes that
really set the tone for the nights festivi-
ties. The members of Post One are proud to be associated with
an auxiliary that brings so much happiness, not only to the post
but to the community at-large.

PICTURES: Left—Members of unit one ham it up in karaoke;
Right—Charles & Kim Kelley.

Unit One Auxiliary Banquet: On October 26, 2007, Unit
One President Arletta Ray
and the members of The
Unit One Auxiliary held
their annual banquet. In
attendance was Depart-
ment President of the
American Legion Auxil-
iary, Joyce Willis, Divi-
sion III President of the

American Legion Auxiliary,
Wanda Moore and District 11
President of the American
Legion Auxiliary, Sharon
Neville. The banquet was
phenomenal and our special
guests expressed their grati-

< tude and appreciation for the
warm reception they received. Thanks to Arletta for her
continued leadership and to everyone that supported and

attended the banquet.

PICTURES: Top—Mildred Honeycutt addressing audience; Bot-
tom—Heidi Dunseath sings America the Beautiful to open the Ban-
quet

Veterans Day Parade: We want to salute Charles Kelley
and David Toothaker for all the hard work they did to sup-
port the annual State Veterans Day Parade, which was held
on November 10, 2007. The parade was a huge success for
Post One and our participation in the event is coordinated
every year by Charles Kelley and David Toothaker. In addi-
tion, we want to thank Unit One Auxiliary, Sons of the
American Legion and everyone who helped our Post form a
Color Guard to march in the parade or drive a vehicle. We
are looking forward to an even bigger and better year next
year.

Oakwood Cemetery Rededication: Post One members Bob Rinn and Harry Harris volunteered their services to set up
a public address system in support of a Civil War Rededication Service that was held September 23, 2007 at Oakwood
Cemetery in Raleigh NC. They utilized the Post One sound system for the event and used their expertise in electronics
to overcome some logistical problems. First, the systems would have to be placed on a slope, which forced some modi-
fications to the equipment and additional sound-amplification was also needed because of the large area needed to be

"covered" on the hillside.

They encountered additional problems transporting the equipment up the steep and bumpy

hillside. In the end the audience received sound of exceptional quality and Bob and Harry received numerous accolades
for their service. Their actions symbolize what it means to be a legionnaire and brought much recognition to themselves

and The American Legion Post One.
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