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The American Legion Post One needs your help to
continue with our mission to assist veterans and
their families and to continue our positive growth. If
you have an interest in baseball, fundraising, job
fairs for veterans, volunteering at the VA hospital,
Boys State, honor guard or handy man repairs we
need your expertise and service to continue grow-
ing. We have started an exploratory committee to
look at building a new post home and we want you
and your family to enjoy the new facility. We are
growing and need to count you as part of American
Legion Post One’s future. We also need your help to
spread the word about the positive impact Post One
is having on the local community, City and State.
The officers of Post One are committed to working
hand-in-hand with all members on any issue the
body deems important, especially issues that ad-
vance our primary mission and improves programs.
Thank you so much for the outstanding support you
have given Post One over its long history and your
patriotism guarantees a bright future for American
Legion Post One.

Legionnaire of the Quarter: The members of
American Legion Post One are proud to announce
our Legion-
naires of the
Quarter, Ken-
neth Kempf
and Charles
Kelley for the
period, Octo-
ber through _
December By

2007. Ken- £ =
neth was chosen for going above and beyond the call
of duty to assist veterans in need and for organizing
and facilitating job fairs for veterans. Charles was
selected for spearheading the honor guard in support
of the Veterans Day parade. Post One was well rep-
resented due to his hard work and organization.

Flags for Memorial Day Ceremony: Post one hosts
a Memorial Day ceremony every year at the Raleigh
National Cemetery. Flags are used to decorate the
cemetery and we are looking for serviceable flags that
are 5 X 91/2 (Casket Size). If you have a flag that
you can donate please bring or mail it to Post One.
Please label it DONATION for Memorial Day.

MARK YOUR
CALENDAR

April 10, 2008 - Membership Meeting; social 6, dinner 7,
meeting 7:30,

April 24, 2008 - Executive committee 6:30 all board members
urged to attend or let commander know if not able to attend.
April 26, 2008 — Oldies but Goodies dance at 7:00p.m.

May 8, 2008 - Membership Meeting, social 6, dinner 7, meet-
ing 7:30

May 22. 2008 - Executive committee 6:30 all board members
urged to attend or let commander know if not able to attend.
May 25, 2008 — Memorial Day Ceremony at Raleigh National
Cemetery 2:00p.m.

June 12, 2008 - Membership Meeting, social 6, dinner 7,
meeting 7:30

June 26, 2008 - Executive committee 6:30 all board members
urged to attend or let commander know if not able to attend.
June 28, 2008 — Beach music dance 7:00p.m.

July 4, 2008 — Annual open house and flag burning ceremony
July 10, 2008 - Membership Meeting, social 6, dinner 7, meet-
ing 7:30; Add -Installation of Officers

July 24, 2008 - Executive committee 6:30 all board members
urged to attend or let commander know if not able to attend

Rewrite Post Bylaws: The post bylaws are currently being
revised. The executive board members have discussed pro-
posed changes during board meetings and will finalize the revi-
sions during the April board meeting. The proposed changes
will be read at the April 10, 2008 membership meeting. Post
One members will vote on the bylaws changes during the May
8, 2008 membership meeting. The major purpose of the by-
laws revision is to correct the post name, update yearly dues
and update procedural instructions. Your input is desired and
strongly encouraged! Please contact Mike Clement, Chair,
Bylaws Committee at 919-633-0360, Mclement3@nc.1r.com
by the end of April 2008 with your suggestions.

Oratorical Contest: On Saturday, Jan. 12, 2008 Post One
participated in the 70" Annual American Legion National
High School Oratorical
Contest. Gerry R. Cole- B
man, Chair of the Ora-
torical Contest for Post
#1 gave the invocation.
Commander Bonapart
led the Pledge of Alle-
giance. The two con-
testants then presented @ =
their 8-10 minute pre- BESET [ B

pared talk on US citizenship and the US Constitution. Then
the selected topic on impeachment was presented by each con-
testant for 3-5 minutes. The four judges determined the winner
to be James Lawson, a 10™ grader from North Raleigh Chris-
tian Academy. He moved on to the District 11 competition
that was held on Sat. Jan. 26, 2008 at NC Legion HQ.



mailto:Mclement3@nc.rr.com

Nominating Committee: Post elections to fill the indi-
vidual offices will be held during the regular Post meet-
ing on May 8, 2008. If you or someone you know is
interested in running for office please contact David
Toothaker at 919-518-1928, dtoothaker(@nc.rr.com.

Special Grant Recipients: On January 10, 2008: Joseph
Phinizy and Mary Patterson were each presented a
$500.00 grant by Commander Bonapart. The grant was

e WY f 7 sponsored by

the Coalition to
Salute Amer-
ica’s Heroes
and veterans
who incurred a
30-percent or
more disability
while serving
in the theater of
operations during Operation Enduring Freedom or Op-
eration Iraqi Freedom was eligible for a $500 grant.
Congratulations to veterans Phinizy and Patterson for
their outstanding service to God and Country.

Installation of new members: January 10, 2008 Com-
mander Bonapart held an initiation ceremony for the fol-
lowing new members. Jesse Duncan, Mike Cederas, and
Arthur Boatwright. The purpose of the American Legion
initiation ceremony is to officially and formally recognize
new members as a part of the organization.

Job Fair: On February 28, 2008, Gerald Padden and
Ernest Charles represented Post One at a Veterans Job fair
at Carter Finley Stadium. We want to thank them for the
outstanding support they continue to show our veterans and
representing The American Legion Post One at these
events.

The Sound & Entertainment Committee needs more
members to help us support upcoming events. If you have
interest or experience in electronics or sound, or if you
would like to learn, contact Harry Harris (919) 744-9501
harry5toe@hotmail.conWe will train you on the equip-
ment we use at the post.

The National Cemetery Memorial Day celebration will
be held on Sunday, May 25, 2008 at 501 Rock Quarry
Road. The concert band starts at 1:30p.m and the cere-
mony at 2:00p.m. Post One sponsors this yearly event
and we expect over 14 veterans and patriotic organiza-
tions participating. Our speaker this year is James “Jim ”
F. Sansom, WWII Veteran and Prisoner of War, United
States Army. We will need Post One support to ensure a
successful event. We will need numerous members
there before 1:00p.m. to help straighten the flags on the
grave sites, five members to direct parking and 4 mem-
bers to assist with the disabled. If you can help, call
Commander Bonapart at (919) 662-4628.

Post Dance and Dance Lessons: We want to thank the
Unit One Auxiliary for sponsoring Country Western line
dancing lessons at the post. On Saturday February 16, we

held our post Valentines Day dance, which had a country
western flare. The combination turned out to be very suc-
cessful and one of our best dances.

A Tribute to the American Soldier by Chaplain Charles Birdsong

When it comes to bestowing honor, there is no one more deserving than the American Soldier. Of those who have
shouldered the burden commensurate with furthering a noble and worthy cause, no one stands taller then he. So as the
American Soldier undertakes his enormous role as Atlas to a beleaguered world, may his posture reflect his resolve
throughout this tour of duty. And may we not be flagging in our assurance that a greater devotion and conviction has no
one than He who willingly steps forward and offers his last full measure to GOD, Country and Fellow Man.
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